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Early Childhood: Letter P Day

PREPARE:
As you read the case, make notes:

1.	 WHO are the primary participants in the case? Describe them.

2.	 WHAT is taking place?

3.	 WHERE is the case taking place? Is the environment a factor?

4.	 WHEN is the case taking place? Is the timing a factor?

It is Monday morning, and the chil-
dren in Mrs. Anita Cahill’s kindergar-
ten class are eagerly waiting to hear 
what centers they will be assigned 
for today’s language arts lesson. 
Mrs. Cahill, who also has taught 
preschool and first grade, is a vet-
eran kindergarten teacher who was 
chosen to be the school’s first 
teacher for the new full-day kinder-
garten this year.

Mrs. Cahill has an interesting way  
of teaching literacy skills. Each Monday, children are introduced to a new letter of the alpha-
bet. Language arts begins with children sitting on a carpet in the reading corner, listening 
attentively to Mrs. Cahill reading a nursery rhyme or tongue twister featuring the letter of the 
week. Today she is reading “Peter Piper” to introduce the letter P and its sound.

When she has finished reading, Mrs. Cahill announces, “Boys and girls, I have put name 
cards at each center. Find your name. That is the center you will be working at this morning. 
Craig, Adriana, and Marcie, you look like you’re ready to begin. You may get up and look for 
your names.”

Mrs. Cahill continues calling children. Joanna Gallagher, a parent volunteer, is helping the 
children find their center and get started.

Mrs. Cahill has set up four learning centers—publishing, art, building, and science—each with 
different activities. The children are able to choose which activity they want to do.

•• At the “publishing” center, Miguel, Darnell, and Pat are drawing pictures of words 
that begin with P and writing the words, and Craig is looking through the book Hop 
on Pop, by Dr. Seuss, to find words that contain the letter P. Jillian has started 
writing a “story” in her daily journal, using her favorite words that begin with P.

•• At the “art” center, children can make the shape of the letter P using art supplies. 
Sam, Tonya, and Marcie are gluing cotton balls onto paper to form a puffy P, and 
Teran and Nicholas are gluing pieces of pink tissue paper to form a pink P.
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